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SIBAL, lIT FACULTY WILL
HSCUSS COMMON TEST

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 6

HRD minister Kapil Sibal and I1IT
directors are scheduled to hold a
meeting with IIT faculty members
on April 11 to address their con-
cerns regarding the proposed com-
mon national examination for sci-
ence and engineering for Central
institutes scheduled for implemen-
tation from 2013.

As reported by this newspaper
first, the All India IIT Faculty
Federation has been strongly
opposing the proposed changes to
the existing IIT-JEE entrance
examination pattern, alleging that |,
it was an arbitrary decision being
imposed by the HRD ministry. “The
outcome of the meeting, if it is neg-.
ative, could derail the entire
process of examination reform,”
sources stated.
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CENTRAL PANEL
TOVISITIIT-B

10 RESOLVE JEE
REFORMS I5SUE

Bhavya Dore

m bhavya.dore@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL A special commilles con-
stituted by the human resources
development (HRD) minister will
meet faculty members of the
Indian Institute of Technology-
Bombay (II'T-B) on Monday to
address concerns over the issue
of joint entrance exam (JEE)
relorms The severrmermber com-
mittee will make a presentation
tothe fculty, who will in turn pres-
ent their set of objections.

The committee was formed last
month by the ministry following
opposition from [I'Ts. The senates
of II'T-B, [IT-Kanpur and I17T-
Delhi have opposed Lthe JEE
reformsat special senate sessions
convened in February and March,
slating thal 2013 is Loo early Lo
implement the reforms.

The other contention of the
ITsis that the central 1I'T coun-
cil (comprising [I'T directors and
other officials) did notl consull
them on the reforms, which
include giving 408 weightage to
a student’s board exam marks
based ona percentile score while
determining admission tothe [I'Ts,

“Faculty members feel we have
been taken for a vide” said an [1T-
B professor: The 11T council will
bemeeting next week toannounce
alinal decision on the new system.
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JEE reforms: Ministry

sends draft to II'l-B faculty

Bhavya Dore
B bhevyedore@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL Faculty members of the
Indian Institute of Technology-
Bombay (1I'T-B), who are oppos-
ingr the joint entrance exam (JEE)
reforms, have received a draft
document from the human
resources development (HRD)
ministry before the seven-mem-
ber panel meets them on Monday:

The draft contains the hasic
contours of the changes in the
JEE, including dates [or the exam
(April 7, 2015) and the modalities
ol sub-committees that will be in
Charge. Faculty members at 1S,
however, are not ready to budge
and will place their objections

before the commitiee,

When the committee held a
meeting with HT-Kanpur facul-
ty members on Thursday, upset
professors staged a walkout bare-
ly belore it had begun. “Most peo-
ple wanted to postpone the meet-
ing as we did not have enough
time tostudy the docurnent,” said
an [IT-K professor. “When the
committee suggested we have an
informal meeting everyone just
walked out.”

“Faculty members have been
voicing concerns over the
reforms, and that they have not
been consulted. The meetings
were organised totell them what
is happening and to assuage their
fears,” said an [IT director.
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~ Rule against IIT seat
squatting valid: Delhi Court

S. Murlidharan

There is nothing wrong in
the prestigious, Ivy League
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy forbidding a student tak-
ing admission into its course
from appearing in the joint
entrance examination (JEE)
in future,

The Delhi High Court
while upholding the im-
pugned regulation said that
not a single seat at the IIT
should go waste due to
whims of candidates,

A candidate got admission
into IIT Madras after paying
the fees in Engineering De-
sign (Automotive engineer-
ing) in 2011, in which year, to
his chagrin, the regulation

under challenge kicked in..

WANTING TO IMPROVE
He wanted to improve his
performance in the JEE so
that he could land on an
engineering stream of his
choice than what he had got,
and, hence, applied for sit-
ting in the 2012 JEE.
Aggrieved, by the rejec-
tion of his application, he
moved the Delhi High Court
which dismissed his plea
pointing out that every seat
was precious and no one
should be allowed to squat
on it albeit by paying fees.
The Court pointed out
that in the absence of such
rules it was possible for a

student to go on appearing
not once but several times
may be till the fifth and final
year by going through the
motions of studying the sub-
ject in which his heart did
not lie and biding the time
till he got the subject of his
choice,

Jettisoning the seat in this
manner in the second or
subsequent year is a colossal
waste of precious education-
al resources because it could
have been allotted to a stu-
dent keen on pursuing the
course,

(The author is a Delhi-
based Chartered
Accountant.)
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5L aspirants to sit
for IIT-JEE this year

Overseas Candidate Count Goes Down

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: In 2008, the Indi-
an Institutes of Technology
opened themselves to the
world; looking for some di-
versity on campus, they
travelled to Dubai and held
their brutally competitive
Joint Entrance Exam there.

But the fifth edition of
this exam there has nothing
to beast about: Candidate
count has been around
the same; in fact it has
fallen this year to 186. In the

_previous years, students
signing up to take the JEE

.from Dubai hovered around
20010220,

On Sunday, this small
bunch of students will be
joined by another 5.06 lakh
teenagers in India for whom
takingthe JEEhasbecomea

_staple for signing up for an
engineering education.
Overall, candidatenumbers
are up from last year’s 4.86
lakh and the IITs have in-
creased the exam centres to
1,067 this year. But this ex-
am will also probably be the

Rush for Exam
Kanpur 82,670
Madras 71970
Bombay 77,300
Dethi 74,500
Roorkee 67,500
Kharagpur 65,242
Guwahati 62,159

(Source: lIT}
last of the JEEs as we know

it. There are close to 9,590
seats spread across 15 IITs
and competition will be stiff
with 53 candidates battling
itoutfor one seat.

G B Reddy, JEE chair-
man, said, “Students are
supposed to use a black ball
point pen this yearand nota
pencil. The minimum score
that a candidate must get
to secure a rank has also
been declared.”

This jgar, the IITs have
mandated that general cate-
gory students must get a

minimum aggregate score
of 35% and at least 10% in
each of the individual sec-
tions for being on the rank
list. Similarly OBCstudents
must get at least 9% in indi-
vidualsectionsand 31.5% in
the overall score; for SC/ST,
the minimum to be bagged
in each section is 5% and
17.5% mustbetheminimum
aggregate to be on the
rank-list.

For the last few years,
the IITs have had the high-
est number of students
qualifying from the IIT-
Bombay zone; it remains to
be seen if the new rules on
scoring will change that.
Under the Bombay zone,
student numbers have gone
up In Mumbai and Navi
Mumbai, forcing the IITs to
set up additional exam cen-
tres, but Pune has seen a
drop in applicant numbers.
The count of exam centres
isupfromlast year’s 47to 54
across Maharashtra, with
two new centres in Akola
and one each in Solapur,
Kolhapur and Ratnagiri.
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No IIT,

THE STORY of how
technology offers a
shorter, less painful
passage to the U.S.
than the IITs...

L. SURESH 1

ong, long Ago, there was a time when tech-

nology didn’t mean computers and JEE didn’t

stand for Java Enterprise Edition. Those were

the heady days when everyone wanted to get
into II'T. (“Man, if four days of Mood Indigo,
Rendezvous or Mardi Gras can be such a blast,
imagine how four years will be”)

It was about pushing themselves, crossing the
cut-off and scaling the pinnacle of excellence — in
other words, a laborious exercise that few could
succeed in. But times changed. Mardi Gras became
Saarang. And the word ‘elitist’ was no longer
popular. In fact, the most popular word in the
dictionary was ‘popular’. So, to offer more oppor-
tunities to more students (as opposed to the elitist
system that offers more opportunities to the same
set of students), it was decided that an IIT would
be opened in every State.

The next step would be to move from ‘popuiar’
and make it a rage, even if it would outrage a few
puritans. For this to happen, there would have to
be an IIT in every city, and if needed, in every
suburh, There were a few murmurs that the no-
menclature, despite its common nature, could lead
to alot of confusion, For instance, someone hope-
ful of making it to II'T M or 11T K would be re-
ferring to IIT Mylapore and IIT Kilpauk, though
the trained mind would tend to misinterpret it as
IIT Madras and IIT Kanpur.

However, since the situation was yet to arise,
these objections were dismissed and those need-
lessly trying to look for problems were asked to
look elsewhere, as in the JEE question papers, for
instance,

So, year after year, India’s best tech minds
passed out to begin an illustrious journey. They
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left their campus, they left the country, but what
ayaCame asa surprise was that many of them left
technology too, The result? A preference for
KPMG, FMCG and RPG, but not technology.
Now, all those not getting into IIT had a prob-
lem — their decent scores got them into decent
colleges, but the obscene fees they paid were not

translating into obscene salaries. More important-
ly, they weren't able to follow the famous Pet Shop

Boys diktat — ‘Go West'.

While the better brains were Westward-bound,

there was something else coming up in our back-
yard, like a mammoth beehive, with honey on tap
and a non-stop buzz — information technology
(IT). The IT industry had arrived and soon, IT
engineers were attracted to it in swarms, Un-
fortunately, there were more H1Bs than worker

bees and this led to several projects being hived off

to other countries.
The wise men had te do something about the

vacancies and opened their doors wider to ‘non-IT

engineers’, with back-up options for non-engi-
neering graduates, non-graduate students and
non-student passers-by — hopefully, they would
never be needed.

So, year after year, the cream of India’s engi-
neers passed out to begin an illustrious journey.
From Marine tc Mining Engineering, from orga-
nic farming to Organic Chemistry, everyone took
to IT like cricketers to IPL. And IT took them to
the UU.S.

Where complex algorithms, Euclidean geom-
etry and linear programming failed in finding the
shortest path to the U.S,, another form of tech-
nology had succeeded. Students finally figured
they.didn’t have to get into IIT to go West - they
just had to getinto IT.

Ultimately, it took the best technology to dis-

prove the theory that two Is were better than one.

sureshl.india@gmail.com
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New student norms not moral policing: IIT-M

But students say restrictions on night life amount to invasion of privacy

Vasudha Veﬁugopal

CHEKNAL: The students and adminis-
tration of ITT- Madras are at logger-
heads over restrictions being
imposed on night life in campus,
While students say the new regu-
lations amount to moral policing,
* the administration maintains that
the measures — such as curfew time
of 11 p.m. for female students and
increased surveillance — are only
aimed at ensuring safety.

It all started late last month when
the students received a revised for-
mat for this year's hostel night, a
farewell ritual in which graduating
students are invited by immediate
Jjuniors to their hostel rooms. As per
the new rules, a student would be
permitted to invite only two seniors

. into his or her hostel room and cele-
brations must end by 10.30 p.m,
“The circular also says that we
should keep our doors open on such
occasions, Why should even cele-

brations be under surveillance?”

asked an IIT-Madras student.
While the administration said

the move was to enforce the official

policy of 'no alcohol, drugs or ciga-

rettes’ in hostel rooms, students felt |

the imposition amounted to ‘moral‘

policing’ and intruded into their
+ private space, “This is a question of
fundamental rights. The institute
needs to treat us like adults, We
know what we are doing,” said an
M.S. student. Students added that
the issue for most wardens seemed
to be the participation of female
students in boys’ hostel nights.
“When a student tried to talk about
it (during the meeting between stu-
dents and administration), a pro-
fessor threatened to walk out,
saying he was unable to stand the
‘Jevels of indecency’,” he said.
Incidentally, the Fifth Estate, the
official newsletter of the campus,
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CAMPUS CONFLICT IIT-Madras students feel they will lose the freedom they have

traditionally enjoyed — PHOTO

which had posted an account of this
meeting, has now taken it off the
website.

L.S. Ganesh, dean (students) of
IIT- Madras, said there has to be a
balance between individual free-
dom and public order. “We are not
against celebrations or freedom,
but we want them to be safe. They
can talk, listen to music and cele-
brate, but not with alcohol or ciga-
rettes,” he. said. Over five hostel
parties went off smoothly, Prof. Ga-
nesh added.

Another set of rules is being

: M. KARUNAKARAN

drafted to ensure greater safety in
the campus, which students, espe-
cially female, feel target their free-
dom. But officials say such stringent
norms have become necesssary fol-
lowing recent incidents of theft and
sexual assault, Of the nearly 7,500

students, 1,000 are female. -

One of the proposed rules bars
female students from venturing cut
of their hostels after 11 p.m, “There
is no internet in the hostel at night.
Preventing us from going to the de-
partment ahead of exams and sub-
missions is meaningless,” said

Dipthi, a student, Prof, Ganesh,
however, said that soon, female stu-
dents will be provided with escorts,
should they need to step out of their
hostels after 11 p.m,

“This is not moral policing,” he
said, “ We are asking them to give us
a record of where they are going
after 11 p.m. and follow a basic set of
rules in the campus,” he said.

“We are responsible for their
safety. They can't say that they will
do whatever they want and we are
the ones answerable to their par-
ents.”
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IIM graduates, I'T professionals to
play agents of change in Naxal areas

"If Maoists attract youth through ideology, Govt. has to counter it in similar way'

Amruta Byatnal

PUNE: As many as 78 districts
affected by Maoist menace
will soon witness a surge of
energy and optimism, with
young professionals ready to
make a difference. A total of
156 youngsters aged between
22 and 30 will don the mantle
of agents of change, working
in the Naxal-affected region
for two years, in the first
batch of the Prime Minister's
Rural Development Fellows
Scherme (PMRDFS) to be for-
mally launched in Hyderabad
on Saturday.

Aim is to win confidence

. The aim of the unique
scheme is simple. “If the
Maoists attract youth
through their ideology, then
the government has to coun-
ter that in a similar way,”
Union Rurai Development
Minister Jairam Ramesh
said, speaking to The Hindu
earlier this month. As many
as 8,600 applications were re-
ceived for 156 posts, and the
applicants ranged from social
workers to IIM graduates to
IT professionals, Mr. Ramesh
said about the project he in-
troduced in 2011

“The scheme is one way of
gaining back the confidence
of people in the Naxal areas.
It is necessary to create a per-
ception change among the
youth,” he said.For the Fel-
lows themselves, this isan op-

® 156 youngsters will work In Naxal-affected region

for two years

¢ PM’'s Scheme to be formally faunched in

Hyderabad today

portunity to “be a part of the
solution,” as 25-year-cld
Vishnu Nair states. An engi-
neer from NIT Trichy, Vishnu
gave up his job with an MNC
in Chicago to return to India.

“Most of the educated
youngsters in India today are
heavily skilled in solving the
problems of the rich or those
of the developed countries, [
was into risk analytics, and [

- felt that it was not helping the

development of my country
inany way. NIT, where I stud-
ied, was heavily subsidised by
the government, so I feltlike I
should be giving back to the
society.” As Fellows, they will
not be part of the ‘permanent
bureaucracy’ for which the
Naxals have contempt. “We
will work as goodwill ambas-
sadors, as agents between the
government and the people to
restore their faith,” said Mr,
Nair.

‘Sherpas to Collector’

The role of the Fellows, ac-
cording to Mr Ramesh, isbest
described as “sherpas to the
District Collector.” They wilt
be placed in the Naxal-affect-
ed districts of Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra and

Odisha covered under the In-
tegrated Action Plan — a pro-
ject of the Planning
Commission and the Home
Ministry to intensify develop-
ment work. “A Collector has a
lot of responsibility, and the
Fellows, with their experi-
ence and training, will help in
the development process that
includes planning and mon-
itoring,” Mr Ramesh said.

The Ministry is set to spend
Rs 60 crore on the scheme,
with stipends amounting to
Rs. 53 crore and the training
cost Rs 6.5 crore.

The Fellows will be paid Rs
50,000 in the initial two
months of training tobe orga-
nised by the Tata Institute of
Social Sciences (FISS), Mum-
bai, and then Rs 75,000 for
the rest of the fellowship pe-
riod. However, for Neeraja
Kudrimoti, like most other
Fellows, it is not money but
the sense of being part of the
development process in the
most affected conflict area of
the country that matters
more.’

“Leaving the security of an
IT job is a big deal, but there
was no sense of contentment

working in a cubicle. There

 was always a sense of ‘what

am I doing this for?” This was
a great opportunity to con-
tribute and be a part of the
change we all hope for, sitting
outside,” said the 24-year-old
employee of Patni Computer
Systems, from Pune,

Integrated planning

Soumita Basu, a develop-
ment worker with the Azim
Premji Foundation, said the
fellowship provided an op-
portunity to participate inin-
tegrated planning. “People
have lost faith in the devel-
opment process, and this is
one way of restoring that, T
would want to contribute to
the cultural and social proc-
ess of bringing the region
back on the development
agenda.”

Security concern

‘Asked if security is an issue,
Neeraja is honest to admit
that it is. The recent Odisha
incident in which an MLA
was abducted by Maoists has
in fact escalated the fears, she
said. *I am scared, and [ am
aware that the government
has not really shared a rosy
relationship with the
Maoists. But facing danger is
a part of the journey that we
have agreed to take on. Hope-
fully with the work we do, we
will make things easier in the
region, and for the next batch.
For that, I am willing to take
the risk.” .



Pioneer ND 07-Apr-12 p2

2 students held
for theft hid
in JNU campus

$TAFF REPORTER R
NEW DELHI

wo BTech students were

arrested from Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU)
campus for allegedly trying to
conduct a theft in the
university premises. The duo
had earlier stolen an assoclate
professor’s handbag, but they
were not arrested last time,
They could not get lucky this
time and were arrested, Both
of them are sons of an
employee of Indian Institute
of Tecﬁnology (IIT) Deihi,

The accused duc Bhagat
Singh and Shashwat Biswal
had on March 14, allegediy
stolen three credit cards, PAN
card, identity card and purse
from the ofg 1ce of Vyjayanti
Raghavan, an associate
professor in JNU’s School of
Language, Literature and
Culture Study.

A senior police official
said, “The duo was arrested
from the universit}r‘l campus
on April 3 after they were
found in  suspicious
circumstances near a teacher’s
room. They are pursuing
second year BTech from a
private college. A case und.r
Sections 380 (theft) and 34
(common intention) were
registered against them.”

The duo landed in
custody after a teacher of
JNU’s French Centre found
them there in mysterious
circumstances. Vyjayanti
Raghavan, whose purse was

ttﬁen last time, said the
incident took place around

10:45 am on March 14 when
she had gone out of her office
for five minutes. She
informed police and filed a
complaint.

A few hours after her
purse was stolen, she received
a message from bank
mentioning that items worth
T13,000 have purchased using
her credit card from a Lajpat
Nagar shop.

Raghavan told police, that
she went to the shops in

Lajpat Nagar and scanned '

the CCTV footage in these

shops. She took the footage in”
her pendrive and showed it to -
her students who were present

in the classroom at the time
of the theft, but none of them
could identify the thieves.

The second time when
they came to the campus,
they had the same bag pack on
their shoulders which were
seen on the footage and the
teacher got alerted. The
guards were also called. The
youths were taken to office
room and were shown the
footage when they denied any
involvement in the theft.

‘When the youths were asked
about their suspicious presence
in the campus, they could not
give a satisfactory explanation.
They were really trightened and
this made the teachers more
saspicious. One of them spoke to
Raghavan privately and
confessed to his crime.

The youths told Raghavan
that they had lost money in
cricket betting and that is the
reason that they were in need
of money.
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